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Last year, Texas had 431,571 
registered motorcyclists. Of 
those, 526 were killed, accord-
ing to the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) pre-
liminary crash data. While mo-
torcycle registrations in Texas 
rose 13 percent between 2007 
and 2008, motorcycle fatalities 
increased 31 percent. 

ñBecause there are a lot more 
motorcycles out there, weôre 
seeing more motorcycle 
crashes,ò Turner said. Due to 
their size, motorcycles can 
easily be overlooked in traffic, 
and crashes often result in 
injury or even death. 

To reduce these crashes, TTI 
partnered with TxDOT and the 
Texas Department of Public 
Safety (DPS). Over the past 
three years the team has 
worked to develop educational 
materials for drivers and riders 

to improve safety for motorcy-
clists. The Look.Learn.Live 
campaign ð first launched in 
2007 ð is a three-tiered ap-
proach to increase motorist 
awareness of motorcycles  

(Look), rider training (Learn) 
and rider awareness (Live). 
TTI launched a website ð 
http://www.looklearnlive.org 
ð to provide a centralized 
location for campaign mes-
sages, public service an-
nouncements (PSAôs) and 
safety information for drivers 
and motorcyclists.   

Now with this new Motorcy-
clist Fatalities Comparison 
information out with Statistics 
from the first 8 months from 
2008 compared to 2009; 

Alcohol Awareness  
By: DDie of the Texas Motorcycle Safety Coalition  
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State Coordinator Report

I just got back from the Mid 

South Mile. It was a record 
turn out this year. Kansas put 
on a great Mile and the 
speakers where out standing. 
Next year Texas ABATE is 
putting on the MILE. The 
seminars are great to attend 
and very informative. 
   What we learned at the 
Mile that came from Europe 
and of course will come here 
if not already. Is motorcycles 
have to past a test of road 
worthiness and if you change 
a part or modify any thing on 
the bike then you have to pay 
to have it tested again. Then 
of course the insurance com-

panies do not have to recog-
nize the change and if you 
get in wreck they would not 
cover you or the bike. They 
want the bike to be what you 
bought at the dealership with 
no modifications. Also mo-
torcycles are charged a 
huge tax to buy. In parts of 
Europe your bike could cost 
20,000 dollars and you 
would pay 42,000 for the 
bike with taxes. Then if you 
ride your bike to work your 
bike and authorized clothes 
and leathers would be cov-
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*JAN 1, 2008 - AUG 24, 2008 = 344      
*JAN 1, 2009 - AUG 24, 2009 = 264 

*80 less fatalities in 2009 versus 
2008; during same period 

*23.25% less fatalities in 2009 ver-
sus 2008; during same period. 

We as SMROôs feel that this was mainly 
accomplished because of the dedica-
tion of all the Organizations & SMROôs 
coming together and working toward 
the right thing to do. Not having to wait 
on the new Bill SB1967for those new 
regulations that went into effect Sept. 1 
2009. 

The Bus wraps going on busses in ma-
jor metropolitan areas to bring our mes-
sage out, they are a new innovative 
way to get the word out to the public. 

 

DPS supports the ñDrink. Drive. Go to 
Jail.ò campaign and is also a participant 
in Operation CAREðCombined Acci-
dent Reduction Effortða nationwide 
effort by police agencies to reduce fa-
talities on major interstate highways 

during holiday weekends. 

ñDrivers and their passengers should 
choose a safe ride to wherever theyôre 
going this weekend,ò said Assistant Di-
rector David Baker, who oversees the 
Texas Highway Patrol. ñCalling a cab or 
sober friend for a ride is much cheaper 
than getting arrested for DWI and going 
to jail.ò 

A DWI conviction stays on an offenderôs 
criminal and driving record forever. For 
the first offense, the law allows a maxi-
mum of six months in jail, a $2,000 fine 
and a one-year driver license suspen-
sion. A DWI conviction also carries a 
$1,000 surcharge for three years, in 
addition to any other fines or costs asso-

ciated with the arrest 

Now in the Tarrant County area here in 
TX they have a program called Ride 
Safe Ride Sober and it seems like it has 
a great chance to making a go out of ité 
To help protect all of our riders, I have 
written him a letter about startup cost for 
other areas of the State & also if a Mo-
torcycle Club or Chapter. 

http://www.ridesafetx.com/ 

I do realize this is a very touchy subject 
for some, but if anyone else has a better 
idea or suggestion please step up and 

letôs talk about it. My self I would rather you 
take care of things in your own areas that 
would be greaté  

Letôs try something. 

David Die 

DDie    409-749-4995  
Safety & Awareness Coordinator, COC&IR- S.E.T. Re-
gion 9 
Legislative Task Force/Texas Motorcycle Rights Associa-
tion 2 
Vice Chairman, Texas Motorcycle Safety Coalition 
Unit Commander, US Defenders-Southeast Texas Re-
gion 9 
State Legislative Officer, Texas ABATE Confederation 
Legislative Coordinator, COC&IR-Southeast Texas Re-
gion 9 
Red Knights M/C TX Chapt 1,  

COIR/TMRA/MRF/AMA/USMC 
http://www.looklearnlive.org/ 
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Tiger's Tip O' The Month:   Did you ever wonder how Road Gators are born?  You 
know--those strips of tire tread and chunks rubber we see frequently on Oklahoma 
highways?  Sadly, a lot of vehicle owners and operators out there, from compacts 
to big-rigs, treat having well-maintained vehicles like it's some kind of joke, and here 
are a bunch of overloaded eighteen-wheelers out there with underinflated retreads 
just waiting to add to the Road Gator population.  Be aware of passing traffic, and 
keep an eye out for possible parts which could fall off in your path, as well as tires 
that might look like a blowout waiting to happen.  Also, don't forget that those Road 
Gators throw a bunch of metal on the highway from their steel belts, too. That could 
end up putting you on the side of the road with a flat tire, so avoid running over that 
stuff if you can help it.  It's amazing what you see blowing by you on Oklahoma 
roadways, too.  I got passed not long ago by an econo-box doing seventy that had 
THREE of those mini-spacesaver donut spares on it--You can bet I gave him a wide 
berth!  

(Tiger's Tip O' The Month ðcomes from ñTigerôs Taleò ABATE of Oklahoma) 

http://www.ridesafetx.com/
http://www.looklearnlive.org/


That is just a little part of what kind of 
information you can get in one day of 
seminars. Plan on attending next years 
Mid South Mile, here in Texas for the 
information that yaôll can use. 
   We are going to have to step it up a 
lot and get more members more in-
volved. We are not going to keep our 
freedom if we donôt step it up. Apathy is 
still in the air and that has to go. Next 
legislative session in 2011 will be one 
that we all will lose on if we donôt plan 
know to fight for our freedom. This 
takes all of us. Not just the oneôs that 
always sends letters or go to the capital 
but ALL of US to fight for Freedom.  
ABATE is an organization that does not 
tell you what to do, but suggests the 
best advice. You have noticed already 
the Government is making decisions for 
you. That is because of APATHY. To 
keep the freedom we have to fight for it, 
all the time. So we need all the mem-
bers we can get to help the organization 
fight for your freedom. The Fight never 
ENDS. 
   On another note I want to thank all 
the officerôs and Chapterôs for a great 
year. I will not be the State Coordinator 
next year. I will how ever continue to 
help out in any way I can. We have to 
continue to fight for our freedom all the 
time. I know that David Wilden will do 
an out standing job for the cause. So 
see yaôll at the next meetings and at the 
Capitol to continue the fight for free-
dom. Thanks to yaôll. Ride Free and 
Safe 
  Rick Boland 

Recently WFAA-TV aired a report 

on the use of ñuntested equipmentò to 
protect HOV lanes.  The purpose of the 
equipment is to prevent vehicles from 
crossing into the HOV lane.  Problem is 
the equipment failed and resulted in the 
death of several motorists and a child.  
One victim of this equipment was a for-
mer Dallas officer, Walt Frier.  Frierôs 
brain was damaged by a crash in the 
HOV lane while riding his motorcycle.  
Now he has a hard time comprehending 
his whereabouts. 

    The devices that where to protect 
Mr. Frier and others are plastic pylon 
tubes connected to a hard plastic base.  
These devices are supposed to keep 
drivers from crossing and causing 
wrecks.  Now imagine that, a plastic pipe 
stuck in plastic base is going stop a 
2,000 pound plus car or truck from 
crossing into an HOV Lane! 

Here we have two extremes that 
show the kind of thinking found today in 
Austin.  First is the use of steel cable as 
a barrier to prevent vehicles from cross-
ing a median to prevent wrecks and 
flimsy plastic pipes on a hard plastic 

base to do the same thing!  Kind a makes 
you wonder just who comes up with this 
stuff.  

It is this mindset that demands that we 

as a people have organization like ABATE 

around to protect us from those that claim 

they are protecting us. 

RideSafe 

Chuck Butler  

 

For those wishing to read the entire 

WFAA Article copy the below link to your 

browser. 

http://www.wfaa.com/news/local/TxDOT-

used-untested-equipment-to-protect-HOV-

lanes-70430807.html?gallery=y&c=y&img=0 

 

Motorcycle Safety is not a laughing matter!!  

Boland   
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Tx -DOT Protecting Texans  
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(AP)  

MADISON, Wis. ð Milwaukee-based Harley-Davidson 

would become the official Wisconsin motorcycle under a bill 
proposed in the Legislature. 

Milwaukee Democratic Rep. Leon Young says the idea 
came from a family member of Sgt. Jeremy Vrooman, who 
was killed last year while serving in Iraq. 

Young argues in a letter to his colleagues that the long 
and storied history of Harley-Davidson in Wisconsin makes it 
appropriate to honor it with the distinction of being the official 
state motorcycle. 

William S. Harley and Arthur Davidson built the first 
Harley-Davidson motorcycle in 1903 in Milwaukee. The com-
pany was incorporated four years later and remains based in 
Milwaukee. 

Wisconsin doesn't have an official motorcycle, but it does 
have an official song, insect, dog, dance, and tartan. 

Bill: Harley-Davidson as official Wis. motorcycle 


