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MAY IS… NATIONAL MOTORCYCLE SAFETY AND
AWARENESS MONTH
Share the Road: Look Twice for Motorcycles
As motorcyclists take to Texas roadways
this spring, the Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) is urging drivers to
look twice for motorcycles as part of National Motorcycle Safety Awareness
Month in May.
TxDOT’s Share the Road: Look Twice for Motorcycles statewide safety
and public awareness campaign aims to decrease fatal motorcycle
crashes. On average, a motorcyclist dies every day in a crash on Texas
roads. In 2017, 501 motorcyclists were killed in Texas motorcycle crashes,
and another 2,101 riders were seriously injured.
Motorcycles are small, they’re hard to see, and it can be difficult to
judge their speed and distance. TxDOT asks drivers to safely share the road
with motorcyclists by following these tips:
• Look twice for motorcycles, especially at intersections.
• Always assume motorcycles are closer than they appear to be,
and avoid turning in front of an oncoming motorcycle.
• Use turn signals and check blind spots before changing lanes.
• Avoid following a motorcycle too closely.
• Give motorcyclists a full lane.
• Obey posted speed limits.

FACT OR FICTION

Courtesy of Motorcycle Riders Foundation (www.MRF.org)
When the authors of a report put
forth only some of the data available them, while
ignoring additional important data on the subject of the
report, it calls into question the integrity of the results of
that report. None of these facts are intended to argue
against motorcycle helmet use, but rather to
demonstrate that a mandatory motorcycle helmet law
is not the quintessential solution to motorcycle safety.
Fact While many point to the recent rise in motorcycle
fatalities as proof that the U.S. needs stricter motorcycle
helmet laws, there is no evidence to support this
premise. For the past two years, traffic fatalities as a
whole have been on the rise. According to NHTSA,
motorcycle fatalities rose 5.1% between 2015 and 2016.
However, their same data shows that motor vehicle
fatalities as a whole rose by 5.6%. Like motorcyclists,
passenger car occupant fatalities rose 5.1% between
2015 and 2016. SUV occupant fatalities rose by 5.2%,
and van occupant fatalities rose by 8.4%. Despite this
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Fact Despite assertions to the contrary, there is no
evidence to suggest that the presence or absence of
mandatory motorcycle helmet laws had any discernible
impact on motorcycle fatalities in 2016. In its latest
publication concerning motorcycle crashes, NHTSA
analyzed motorcycle traffic fatalities for the year 2016.
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There were 5,286 motorcycle related fatalities in 2016.
2,102 of those fatalities occurred in the 19 states that
have a mandatory motorcycle helmet law, as well as in
the District of Columbia. 3,184 fatalities took place in the
31 states that either allow adults to choose whether or
not to wear a motorcycle helmet, or simply have no law
whatsoever on the matter. When we factor in
motorcycle registrations we get a more accurate
depiction of what those numbers mean. Of the
8,679,380 motorcycles registered in the United States in
2016, 5,199,042 were registered in states that allow adults
to make their own choice when it comes to wearing
helmets. The other 3,480,338 motorcycles were
registered in states that have a mandatory helmet law.
That means that the fatality rate per 100,000 registered
motorcycles was 60.39 in states with mandatory
motorcycle helmet laws, while the fatality rate per
100,000 registered motorcyclists in the states that allow
adults to make their own choice was 61.24. That is a less
than one percent difference in motorcycle fatality rates
between the two groups of states.
Fact There is reason to doubt the veracity of the
numbers cited in the latest NHTSA report on motorcycle
traffic fatalities, at least when it comes to motorcyclists
using the roads and highways on a regular basis. The
report starts off by stating that “[F]or the purposes of this
fact sheet, motorcycles include two- or three-wheeled
motorcycles, off-road motorcycles, mopeds, scooters,
mini bikes, and pocket bikes.” Data from accidents
involving off-road motorcycles, mopeds, scooters, mini
bikes, and pocket bikes, should not be used in any
serious study of motorcycle fatalities, nor should such
data be cited in any serious discussion on ways to
reduce motorcycle traffic fatalities; doing so would be
comparable to using data from fatalities involving fourwheelers and go-carts to formulate safety strategies for
our nation’s highways.
Fact Historically, NHTSA has published data on
motorcycle crashes and fatalities in a subtly but
importantly different way than it has on data concerning
motor vehicle crashes and fatalities as a whole. For
instance, in its overview of fatal motor vehicle
crashes published in October of 2017, NHTSA
reported that there were 37,461 people killed in
crashes on U.S. roadways during 2016, which was an
increase from 35,485 in 2015. They went on to point
out that the 5.6-percent increase in motor vehicle
fatalities in 2016 is lower than the 8.4-percent
increase from 2014 to 2015. No such language
appears in NHTSA’s publication concerning 2016
motorcycle fatalities, despite the fact that the 5.1%
increase in motorcycle fatalities in 2016 is lower than
the 8% increase in motorcycle fatalities from 2014 to
2015.

DO YOU KNOW…
Who Represents You???
It is important to know who your local, state, and
federal representatives are, and where they stand
on important issues. Follow this link
http://www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us/Home.aspx
to find out the names and contact information for
your representatives. Reach out and make known
what issues are important to you. After all, they
are your voice!

Fact Fatalities due to alcohol impairment are an overall
traffic safety problem, not just a motorcycle problem.
Because NHTSA issues a yearly report which focuses only
on motorcycle fatalities and injuries, it is easy for people
to point to that yearly report and conclude that certain
factors which contribute to traffic fatalities are unique to
motorcyclists. Nothing could be further from the truth.
For instance, in its latest report on motorcycle traffic
fatalities, NHTSA reports that 25% of motorcyclists
involved in a fatality in 2016 were alcohol impaired. They
claim that it is the highest percentage of any other
vehicle classification. Yet in its overview of fatal motor
vehicle crashes published in October of 2017, NHTSA
reported that 28% of overall motor vehicle traffic
fatalities in 2016 were due to alcohol impairment. That is
a 5.6% increase from 2015 according to NHTSA.
Passenger cars saw a 3.1% increase from 2015 in
fatalities due to alcohol impaired drivers. Light utility
trucks saw a 3.6% increase. Vans saw a 23.3% increase,
while large trucks saw a 50.9% increase. However,
between 2015 and 2016, there was only a 0.1% increase
in motorcycle fatalities due to alcohol impaired drivers.
The MRF believes that any traffic fatality due to alcohol
impairment is one too many. However, it is important to
point out that alcohol impaired driving is not a problem
unique to motorcyclists.
For more information contact the Motorcycle Riders Foundation,
202-546-0983, legislative@mrf.

Texas Abate Confederation, Inc. is a motorcycle rights organization that is dedicated to freedom of the road for all
motorcyclists, promotes rider education for all motorcycle riders, motorcycle awareness for all automobile drivers, and
fights discriminatory legislation aimed towards the motorcycling community.
Dedicated to Freedom of the Road In Hope of Promoting a Better Relationship with the Public for Motorcycle
Awareness.

