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State & Chapter  
Meeting Details 

(Click underlined text for links) 
 

STATE  
www.texasabate.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/texasabate 

1:00 PM 
Sherman ELK’s Lodge 

1313 FM 1417 
Sherman, TX 

 
ARLINGTON 

www.arlingtonabate.com 
www.facebook.com/arlingtonabate 

3RD SUNDAY 
12 NOON 

VFW Post 6111 
1200 West Harris Street 

Arlington, TX 76001 

 
DENTON 

www.facebook.com/dentonchapterabate 

4TH SUNDAY 
4 PM 

VFW POST 2205 
909 Sunset Street 
Denton, TX 76201 

 
HEART OF TEXAS (HOT) 

4TH SATURDAY 
11 AM 

American Legion Post 573 
225 Cox Drive 

Harker Heights, TX 76548 

 
LAKE CITIES 

www.facebook.com/lake-cities-abate-2021-
454543498728107 

2ND SUNDAY 
1 PM 

VFW Post 10460 
501 Thompson Drive 

Lake Dallas, TX 75065 

 
TEXOMA 

www.facebook.com/texomaabate 

3RD SUNDAY 
1 PM 

Sherman ELK’s Lodge 2280 
1313 FM 1417 

Sherman, TX 75090 



The mission statement of Texas 

ABATE Confederation is to pro-

mote and defend motorcy-

clist’s freedom, safety and 

awareness through education 

and legislation to make Texas 

the best place to ride. 

The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of 
the individual contributors alone and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Texas ABATE Confederation board and it’s members. 

MAILING ADDRESS 

P.O. BOX 416 

Lake Dalls, TX 75065 

Texas ABATE Confederation Inc. 

EMAIL US 

director@texasabate.com 

Texas ABATE Confederation encourages all members to sub-
mit letters, articles or cartoons they feel may be of interest to 
fellow members. Texas ABATE Confederation supports the 
rights of ALL motorcyclists, Texas ABATE Confederation does 
not endorse any products or services other than its own. 

All articles and photo’s within 
the contents of this newsletter 
and our website are the prop-
erty of … 
 

Texas ABATE Confederation 

 
You may not use them without 
the express written consent of 
the newsletter editor, webmas-
ter or the association board. 
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2023 STATE OFFICE OPENINGS 
In accordance with Article IV – Corporate Elections, section A of the bylaws of (The) 

Texas ABATE Confederation, the following State positions will be open for nomina-

tions, July - September 2023:  

 

- Coordinator (Executive Office)  

- Secretary (Executive Office)  

- Legislative (Administrative Office)  

 

Remember, State positions are 2-year terms. For more detailed information regard-

ing the duties of these offices see pages 12-14 of (The) Texas ABATE Confederation 

Bylaws. 

Thanks, 

Terri Davison 

Assistant Coordinator 

Texas ABATE Confederation 
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1)… To initiate , endorse and sponsor 

educational programs such as rider 

safety, public awareness, legislative and 

affirmative action and, individual free-

doms and rights. 

2)… To create and promote a positive 

public image of motorcyclists and motor-

cycle groups and to dispel and disprove 

media hype, unfounded propaganda 

and the “Hollywood” image. 

3)… To encourage goodwill and mutual 

understanding among motorcyclists, law 

enforcement personnel and the general 

public. 

4)… To serve as an information source on 

matters pertaining to current laws, pend-

ing legislation, personal rights, political in-

clinations of elected officials and their 

constituents, and voter awareness. 

5)… To act as a central responsive 

agency to devise and coordinate rec-

reational, legislative, educational, and 

charitable activities 

MEMBERS PLEASE SUBMIT 
Articles..Pictures..District Information 

Pictures.. Run / Party / Shows 

This is YOUR publication. 

 
PLEASE SEND ALL INFORMATION TO 
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You can obtain the latest up to date information regarding our Texas  

ABATE Legislative Issues at the following Facebook page... 

https://www.facebook.com/TexasABATELegislative 
 

 

Terri Davison 
Assistant Coordinator 

Texas ABATE Membership 
 
As you know, membership is one of the key ingredients to sustaining Texas ABATE 

and without our members we would cease to exist.  According to Merriam-Webster, 

the definition of membership is:  1) the state or status of being a member; 2) or the 

body of members.ABATE members are not only a state, status, or body of numbers; 

we are Texas constituents, voices and votes. 

Help increase our Texas ABATE membership by signing up and sponsoring new 

members to join our organization.  Use the recipe below to encourage individuals to 

join. 

 

S – Sustainability...Assist in the growth of Texas ABATE membership 

U –Understanding...Knowledge of what Texas ABATE stands for and our mission 

C – Communications ...Maintain open communications 

C – Cooperation...Cooperation is vital to achieving ideals and goals 

E - Education...Promote compliance with the laws of Texas public roads & highways 

S – Safety...Promote safety of both motorcyclists and motorists 

S – SUCCESS...ACHIEVE favorable and desired outcome(s) 

 

Rober Crowdis 

Membership Officer 

https://www.facebook.com/TexasABATELegislative
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TEXAS 
By Skee Dodson 

 

Last month (5/29) was Sine Die for the Texas 88th Legisla-

tive Session. Immediately after Sine Die, Governor Abbott 

called for a special session - mainly for negotiations on 

property taxes, border issues, and school vouchers. I be-

lieve the last couple of weeks were overshadowed by the 

Texas House vote to impeach Attorney General Paxton for 

allegations of misconduct.  It made little sense that the 

House chamber opted to take the weekend off, when it 

was required to advance bills through their committees; 

that weekend off in the House, two weeks before sine die, meant that a number of 

bills could no longer be considered for this session. Another thing we confirmed this 

session, is that there is no such thing as a “sure thing” in Congress; just because a bill 

advanced through their chamber last session - does not mean that an identical bill 

will advance this session! Most of our motorcycle bills were well received, and 

quickly became popular, but lost support early. Many of us have come to the obvi-

ous conclusion that some of our bills were “slow-walked” to their demise.  

 

HB 230 (relating to intelligence database reform) advanced to the Calendars Com-

mittee to receive a full House vote, but stalled. HB 258 (relating to motorcycle profil-

ing by peace officers) stalled in committee – even though last session an identical 

bill had advanced. Other bills addressing malfunctioning traffic signals, updating 

the definition of a motorcycle in the Transportation Code, and many others – died a 

slow death. Six States have recently updated their definitions of a motorcycle, but 

Texas has not!  

 

A few of the motorcycle bills that did pass this session include HB 4122 (relating to 

the operation and movement of motorcycles on a roadway laned for traffic), which 

will allow two motorcycles to ride side-by-side on a roadway. Also passed, SB 478 

(relating to the administration of the motorcycle operator training and safety pro-

gram).  Please read the article by Jude Schexnyder – with an in-depth look into SB 

478, and what it will mean for Texas motorcyclists.  
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HB 3313 passed (relating to the use of certain lighting equipment on motorcycles), 

which specifies that ground lighting must be non-flashing, and be either amber or 

white led lights. SB 505 also passed, and will impose additional fees for the registra-

tion of an electric vehicle (not motorcycles). 

 

This 88th legislative session was disappointing in many ways for Texas bikers; however, 

the Texas COC&I, ABATE, COIR, Texas Defenders, United Clubs of Texas - plus many 

more who had participated in this historic legislative session, are already taking 

notes for 2025! If you participated in this historic 88th legislative session – we thank 

you! 

 

Our rights come with responsibilities. 

 

Ride Safe – Ride Free! 

Skeedaddy 

SB 478 
This bill was the result of a cumulative set of requests by the Texas Dept. of Licensing 

and Regulation (TDLR) and members of its’ Motorcycle Safety Advisory Board 

(MSAB), of which I am a member. 

The Texas motorcycle safety program was redesigned in 2019 as a result of Sunset 

Review Action on the TX Dept. of Public Safety.  The DPS had overseen the program 

since 1985 and had done an admirable job until about 2007, when things ran off the 

rails considerably.  DPS began using GR0501 (the motorcycle safety education ac-

count) paying salaries and purchasing equipment unrelated to motorcycle safety.  

As news of this mismanagement reached the appropriate legislators, the program 

was taken from DPS and moved to 3 separate agencies; 

TDLR would oversee licensing of motorcycle safety instructors and providers, while 

also overseeing the expenditure of funds of GR0501 (the pass-through agency for 

funding). 

 Texas A&M Transportation Institute (TTI) would continue their motorcycle safety re-

search and outreach efforts, but could now receive GR0501 funds to help with 

those efforts. 

Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service (TEEX) would oversee all motorcycle safety 

instructor training in Texas. 
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TDLR has and continues to do a very good job regulating the motorcycle safety in-

dustry in this state.  Likewise, TTI is an exceptional agency dedicated to finding ways 

to identify causes and reduce motorcycle crashes in this state.  However, the per-

formance of TEEX in increasing the instructor corps has been an absolute boondog-

gle.   

There is a serious need for new motorcycle instructors in this state.  In 2004 there 

were over 700 instructors in Texas, now we are at fewer than 180. This reduced num-

ber of instructors has resulted in many training providers closing their doors, largely in 

rural areas of the state.  Fewer providers mean the costs of classes goes up, and 

class wait times increase.  As a result, many riders forgo training and licensing, and 

our motorcycle crashes increase. Since assuming the program TEEX has demanded 

$225K annually to conduct only 4 Instructor training sessions (one per quarter) that 

averages 8 new instructors per class. This level of training will not even cover natural 

attritional loses.  TEEX has refused to provide more training sessions, refused to train 

instructors in anything except Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) curriculum, and 

refused to conduct training anywhere except the Bryan-College Station campus.  

Additionally, they have been totally unresponsive to FOIA requests for how they are 

expending the funds.  In short, it has been an absolute train wreck. 

To alleviate this governmental roadblock, TDLR worked with Senator Judith Zaffirini 

to introduce and ultimately pass SB 478.  As with most legislation, it has its good and 

bad points.  SB 478 removes TEEX from oversight of instructor training, which returns 

that training to free market practices using the same contractors used inefficiently 

by TEEX.  This will return TX to a regional approach to instructor training, which will re-

duce costs and expand the number of available students.  Additionally, it will ex-

pand the number of instructor training courses available and will now include the 

option to attend Total Control Training, Inc instructor training.  That is the good, un-

fortunately, SB 478 also removes the Motorcycle Safety Grant program from the 

Transportation Code.  As riders, we have long requested a grant program funded 

from GR0501 to return this money to the riding community.  Although we have had 

the funding stream available to do so since 2019, no agency wanted to develop 

this program.  It has now disappeared. 

If you have ever had a desire to become a motorcycle instructor now is the time to 

act.  Effective Jan 1st, 2024 instructor training will be more readily available to you.  It 

is a satisfying way to give back to motorcycling and make a few bucks in the proc-

ess.  If you are the entrepreneurial type, consider starting your own motorcycle 

safety school.  Most rural areas of the state do not have instructor training available, 

and as a business, this one does not require a boat load of capital to start. 

If you have any questions, feel free to give me a shout at judeschex@gmail.com 

 

Ride safe, 

Jude Schexnyder 

AMA TX Chap. Volunteer Coordinator 

MSAB Rider Representative 
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Bikers, Bikers Everywhere! 

MAY 22, 2023 

 

This week bikers from across the nation descended on Capitol Hill. The 2023 Motor-

cycle Riders Foundation’s (MRF) Bikers Inside the Beltway was the largest event in 

the 14-year history of the event! Motorcyclists from 34 states made the trip to Wash-

ington, D.C. to advocate for issues that matter to the street rider. 

 

The list of policy concerns was long!  Issues include: right to repair, preserving the in-

ternal combustion engine, profiling of bikers, autonomous vehicles, ethanol man-

dates, the definition of a motorcycle, and the creation of a Motorcyclist Advisory 

Council within the Department of Transportation. 

 

 In just one day, all 435 members of the House of Representatives and 100 Senators 

received an informational packet from the Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) ex-

plaining who we are, what we’ve done, and what we want. 

 

Working with our State Motorcyclist Rights Organization (SMRO) partners, sustaining 

clubs and the National Council of Clubs we earned many important victories. In 

2022 we saw the passage of an anti-profiling resolution, answers from the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Administration on autonomous vehicles, and language re-

quiring a report from the Department of Transportation on policies related to the tar-

geting of bikers. 

 

 Perhaps the best part about Bikers Inside the Beltway is the buzz that occurs on 

Capitol Hill when hundreds of bikers roam the halls on Congress. They not only hear 

us, but they see us! 

 

The MRF is committed to being your voice in Washington, D.C. We’ve had a pres-

ence in town since 1986 and we won’t leave until the job is done! We are, and will 

remain, the voice of the street rider in our nation’s capital. 

 

 Thank you to all the motorcyclists that attended the event! It’s never too early to 

start making plans for the next installment of Bikers Inside the Beltway in May 2024. 
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Looking for  Motorcycle Rallys in 2023? 
Below are the dates and locations of  

the major rally’s around the United States . 

Women on Wheels Ride-In… July 4-6  Harrison AR 

Sturgis Motorcycle Rally… August 4–13 … Sturgis, SD 

Four Corners Motorcycle Rally… Sept 1 –Sept 3 … Durango, CO 

Bikes Blues & BBQ… September 20-23… Fayetteville, AR 

Texas Lone Star Rally…November 2-5 … Galveston , TX 
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Make Check or M.O. Payable to:  
Texas ABATE Confedederation  

 
MAIL TO: Tina Dodson..P.O. Box 2182..Pottsboro, TX 75076 

 
QUESTIONS:  TEXT then CALL:  

(903)815-0299 

PRICING: 
$250 - Sleeve LOGO *(only 1 left!) 

$200 - Back LOGO 

$100 - 1" Line 

$  50 - 1/2" Line 

$  25 - 1/4" Line 
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EMBROIDERED TEXAS ABATE CAPS 

“Support Your Local ABATE” 

PRICE TOTAL 

$ 15.00  

$ 15.00  

$ 15.00  

$ 15.00  

$ 15.00  

QTY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLOR 

BLACK 

Maroon 

Red 

Gray 

Blue 

Pink $ 15.00  

Embroidered Texas ABATE Caps THIS is the only "lid" you'll need!  Sport 'em 

at rally’s, biker events. . .or anytime you're out in public.  They come in a variety of colors, 

and in either plain or "distressed" design 

HOW TO ORDER: 
 

BY MAIL:                      PRINT THE PAGE—SELECT MERCH 

Mail Check or Money Order (payable to Texas ABATE Confederation), 

along with Order Form & your contact information to: 

 

Tina Dodson, Texas ABATE Products 

P.O. Box 2182 

Pottsboro, TX  75076 

 

QUESTIONS/PHONE ORDER: 

*TEXT: 903 815 0299  

*Include your name & any questions  

 

*NOTE: Limited color/styles/sizes 
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TEXAS ABATE Generic T-SHIRT 

“Support Your Local ABATE” 

SIZE QTY COLOR PRICE TOTAL 

Small   $ 15.00  

Medium   $ 15.00  

Large   $ 15.00  

X-Large   $ 15.00  

2-XL   $ 17.00  

3-XL   $ 17.00  

TEXAS ABATE Generic TYE-DYE SHIRT 

“Support Your Local ABATE” 

SIZE QTY COLOR PRICE TOTAL 

Small   $ 17.00  

Medium   $ 17.00  

Large   $ 17.00  

X-Large   $ 17.00  

2-XL   $ 20.00  

3-XL   $ 20.00  

Generic "Support Your Local ABATE" Shirts..Come in SOLID 

(Black, Red or Blue) Colors or in a variety of Tye-Dye Designs 

(A, B, C) These shirts have the Texas ABATE Logo on the front, 

and "Support Your Local ABATE" with the State Website URL on 

the back. Wear it with pride!!! What a GREAT way to encour-

age Freedom Fighters who want to fight for the rights of Texas 

Bikers!!! 

Embroidered ABATE Beanie Great for 

those "cool" bikers; medium-weight 

beanies; limited quantity / special 

orders for 5 or more. 
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TEXAS ABATE Miscellaneous Items 

“Support Your Local ABATE” 

ITEM QTY COLOR PRICE TOTAL 

Beanie   $ 20.00  

3” Patch   $ 5.00  

5” Patch   $ 8.00  

Magnet   $ 2.00  

TUIT   $ 1 / $5  

Sticker   $ 2.00  

5”  MEMBERS ONLY 3”  Patch 

3" PATCH - 25th An-

nual Texas ABATE 

State Rally This is a real 

"treasure" for the 

patch collector. 

Limited quantity  

available. 

5" Texas ABATE Mem-

bership Patch Need a 

new member patch 

to display on your 

Jacket or Vest?   

 

These patches are 

available for ACTIVE 

TEXAS ABATE 

MEMBERS ONLY.  Must 

present your Member-

ship ID when ordering 
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A friendly entrance into the biker community 

Join the cause & become a member today ! 

…What are the membership rewards ?  

YEAR Individual 

 
TEXAS ABATE CONFEDERATION 

State Membership  
ANNUAL DUES INFORMATION 

 
 

Texas Abate Confederation 

Membership Dues & Renewal Fees 

Membership Type Donation 
Dura-

tion 

Individual Membership $20 
12 

Months 

Couples Membership $30 
12 

Months 

Life Membership $200 LIFE 

   

   

   

   

https://www.texasabate.com/ 
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NEW MEMBERSHIP Individual Couple 

RENEWAL Change of Address Member #_____________________ 

Annual Membership Fee 

1 YEAR LIFE 

TEXAS ABATE CONFEDERATION 
P.O. BOX 416……..Lake Dallas , TX 75065 

Name:____________________________________________ County:_____________________________ 

Phone:__________________________________Email:_____________________________________________ 

Add: (Name for Couple membership)_______________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________  

City:____________________________________State:____________________Zip:______________________ 

Registered TEXAS Voter?        YES        NO TEXAS State District #’s:   SEN __________ REP __________ 

Is This A New Membership?        YES        NO 

Sponsors Name __________________________ Sponsors Member Number: _____________________ 

Do you prefer to be a Chapter member?        YES Which Chapter ?  ________________________ 

NO  I would like to be an independent member 

SINGLE $20.00          COUPLE $30.00          LIFE $200 Per Person 

CHECK or MONEY ORDER (NO CASH) 
Payable to:   TEXAS ABATE CONFEDERATION 

 
MAIL TO 

Texas ABATE Membership Office 
P.O. BOX 416 

Lake Dallas, Texas 75065 
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ABATE of OKLAHOMA members can list there motorcycle related  parts, 
bikes, trailers for FREE. Motorcycle Related Items ONLY Please. 
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Centerport, NY 11721 

ADVERTISING SPACE AVAILABLE 

Contact us….516.359.1894 

provided by... 
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